Unit-5

Political Socialization: Meaning and agencies.

Political socialization is the process through which individuals acquire
their political beliefs, values, attitudes, and behaviors. It is a lifelong
process that shapes how people understand and interact with the political
world. Political socialization helps to perpetuate a society’s political
culture from one generation to the next, ensuring continuity and stability
within the political system.

Meaning

Political socialization involves the transmission of political norms and
practices. It encompasses learning about the political system,
understanding one’s role within it, and developing a sense of political
identity. The process is influenced by various factors and agents, which
can shape political perspectives in different ways.

Agencies of Political Socialization
Several key agencies contribute to the political socialization process:

1. Family: The family is often the first and most influential agent of
political socialization. Parents and other family members pass on
their political beliefs, party affiliations, and attitudes towards
government and authority to their children.

2. Education System: Schools play a critical role in political
socialization by teaching about political systems, history, civic
responsibilities, and national values. Civics and social studies
classes, as well as extracurricular activities like student government,
help students develop political knowledge and engagement.

3. Peer Groups: Friends and social networks influence political
attitudes and behaviors, especially during adolescence and young
adulthood. Peer discussions and group norms can shape political
opinions and participation.



4. Media: The media, including television, newspapers, radio, and
digital platforms, is a significant source of political information and
opinion. Media exposure can shape political knowledge, perceptions
of political events, and attitudes towards political issues and actors.

5. Religious Institutions: Religious organizations and leaders can
influence political beliefs and behaviors. Religious teachings and
communal activities often convey values and norms that intersect
with political life.

6. Political Parties and Interest Groups: These organizations engage
in political education and mobilization, shaping the political
attitudes and behaviors of their members and supporters.
Campaigns, party platforms, and advocacy efforts are means
through which these groups influence political socialization.

7. Government and Public Institutions: Government actions,
policies, and public institutions, such as the military and the
judiciary, also play a role in political socialization. Public
ceremonies, national holidays, and symbols of the state can foster a
sense of national identity and civic duty.

8. Workplace: For adults, the workplace can be a site of political
socialization, where interactions with colleagues and exposure to
organizational policies and cultures influence political attitudes and
behaviors.

9. Community and Social Organizations: Local communities and
social organizations, including clubs, associations, and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), provide platforms for political
engagement and learning. Participation in community activities can
reinforce civic values and political skills.

10. Historical Events and Social Movements: Significant
historical events, such as wars, economic crises, and social
movements, can have a profound impact on political socialization.
These events shape collective memories and influence the political
attitudes and behaviors of those who experience them.

Through these various agencies, individuals continuously develop and
refine their political beliefs, contributing to the overall political culture of



their society. Political socialization is an ongoing process that adapts to
changing social, economic, and political contexts.



